INTRODUCTION
background by creating an atmosphere of War
and Patriotism. But in Fathers and Children
this poetic background is Nature herself,
Nature who sows, with the same fling of her
hand, life and death springing each from each,
in the same rhythmical cast of fate. And with
Nature for the background, there comes the won-
derful sense conveyed to the reader throughout
the novel, of the generations with their fresh
vigorous blood passing away quickly, a sense
of the coming generations, whose works, too
will be hurried away into the background,
a sense of the silence of Earth while her
children disappear into the shadows, and
are whelmed in turn by the inexorable night
While everything in the novel is expressed in
the realistic terms of daily commonplace life,
the characters appear now close to us as com-
panions, and now they seem like distant figures
walking under an immense sky; and the effect of
Turgenev's simply and subtly drawn landscapes
is to give us a glimpse of men and women in
their actual relation to their mother earth and the
sky over their heads. This effect is rarely con-
veyed in the modern Western novel, which deals
so much with purely indoor life; but the Russian
novelist gained artistic force for his tragedies
by the vague sense ever present with him of
the enormous distances of the vast steppes,
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